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Celebrating 
over 130 years 
of service

Quick thinking Weir SPM 
employees are life savers

Three mem-
bers of the 
team at Weir 
Services Alloa 

have been celebrating over 130 
years of service between them with 
presentations from the company. 

John Izzat now a facilities man-
ager started with Harlands in 1962 
as a production office boy. He 
served his apprenticeship from 
1960s after which he worked in the 
turbine bay before transferring to 
Weir Pumps Land and Power 
Division on the acquisition of 
Harlands. He worked throughout 
the UK returning to Alloa to work in 
general products. John moved to 
Spares & Service as a Repair 

Estimator, forming an integral part 
of Alloa’s Service Centre Team in 
1983. 

Brian Hunter has worked along-
side John for the 40 plus years that 
they have been involved with Weir. 
Brian who is now assistant works 
manager, also started at Harlands in 
1962, first as an office boy, before 
serving his apprenticeship as a fitter/
turner. He worked in various depart-
ments from the turbine bay to the 
test department, before moving to 
the Alloa Service Centre in 1983.

Johnstone Kennedy, a senior 
project engineer started with the 
company in 1963 and served his 
apprenticeship as a turner/fitter. He 
moved to the motor shop in 1968 as 

an assembly fitter then to the 
inspection department before 
becoming a repair engineer on 
spares. In 1983 Johnstone joined 
Weir Engineering Services and for 
the past 19 years, he has been a 
senior project engineer involved in 

hydro turbine refurbishments 
around the north of Scotland. He 
has recently been involved in the 
refurbishment of some of Scotland’s 
largest Hydro stations at Sloy and 
Fasnakyle and most recently Gaur, 
Aigas and Kilmorack.

In January, Weir SPM employees Brandon Smith and 
Andrew Millmin from the Fort Worth Service Centre were 
on a BP site, operated by Halliburton and Air Liquide, 
performing Flow Line Safety Restraint installation proce-
dures when a member of the Halliburton team collapsed 
due to a heart attack. 

Immediately Brandon and Andrew began performing CPR and were able to 
revive the gentleman and keep him stable until he could be rushed to a local 
hospital. 

Brandon and Andrew credit their quick reaction to the CPR and safety 
training that is required to work on a BP site as well as the improved emphasis 
on safety resulting from Weir SPM training programmes such as Safe Start. By 
December 2007, every employee of Weir SPM completed their Safe Start 
training. With continued diligence and safety training, Weir SPM employees 
strive to create a safer work environment in their manufacturing and service 
facilities, as well as the work sites of customers.

Weir SPM’s Fort Worth employees opened their 
hearts and gave graciously over the December 
holiday season. The charity committee, with the 
help of many giving employees, collected a 
large donation for the City of White Settlement 
Community Services group. Nine boxes of 

personal care items and a $1,600 cash donation were collected to 
distribute to families in need in the community, just in time for the 
holiday season. 

Weir SPM supporting 
local charities

Members of the Weir SPM Charity Committee are shown giving the donated 
items to a member of the White Settlement Community Services group. 

Pictured from left to 
right: Brandon Smith, 
Weir SPM, Bob Heath, 
BP, Steve Noon, Weir 
SPM, and Andrew 
Millmin, Weir SPM.

Brian Hunter, John Izzat and Johnstone Kennedy collecting their bus passes.
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JOHN MOSCON 
has been 
appointed as 
president of Weir 
Minerals North 
America reporting 

to regional managing director 
Warren Martin.

John has been with Weir Minerals 
since 1978 holding various senior 
sales positions at Weir Minerals 
Hazleton. In 2003, he moved to 
Madison as pumps product man-
ager, becoming vice president sales 
& marketing in 2004.

RAM SHORER has 
been appointed 
managing director 
for Weir Minerals 
France, reporting 
to regional manag-

ing director, Gordon Bigam.
Most recently Ram worked as 

managing director for Netafim, 
France, a world leader in micro 
irrigation, filtration, and control 
valves. Prior to that, he was manag-
ing director Europe for Garlock 
Sealing Technologies, responsible 
for five affiliates and three 

manufacturing sites in Germany, 
France and UK. He has a BSc in 
mechanical engineering and 
various management qualifications.

CRAIG WALKER 
has been 
appointed as 
managing director 
for Weir Minerals 
Multiflo, reporting 

directly to divisional managing 
director Scot Smith.

In addition to his responsibilities 
he will also be the division’s global 
champion for the Dewatering 
Programme.

Craig brings a wealth of experi-
ence to this position having 
recently held the position of 
divisional sales & marketing 
director. Prior to that, Craig served 
in senior sales & marketing roles for 
Weir Warman Australia and Weir 
Minerals North America. 

Craig has a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from the University of 
Sydney,  an MBA from Macquarie 
University and a Doctorate of 
Technology from Deakin 
University. 

STONE LU has 
joined Weir Valves 
& Controls Suzhou 
as managing 
director. Stone 
reports directly to 

divisional managing director Phil 
Clifton and joins from Tyco Flow 
Control, China where he held 
senior executive positions, most 
recently as general manager for 
Tyco Flowcontrol at Chengdu. 
Stone’s knowledge of the valve 
industry alongside his experience in 
manufacturing and purchasing 
provides the Weir Valves & Controls 
Division with a solid foundation on 
which to build the Chinese busi-
ness. 

ANDREW MILNER 
has become 
divisional general 
manager China 
reporting to Paul 
Marbaix. Andrew 

will support Stone Lu in Suzhou, 
manage specific divisional projects 
in the country and take responsibil-
ity for the management of the 
sourcing unit in China.

NEIL WILLIAMS, 
who has been 
working as interim 
managing director 
at Weir Valve & 
Controls UK, has 

accepted the role of managing 
director for Weir Valves & Controls 
UK Ltd on a permanent basis.

Divisional managing director Phil 
Clifton said: “It is pleasing to see the 
excellent progress being made in 
the new facility in Elland and I wish 
Neil every success for the future.

PETER O’REILLY 
has been 
appointed sales 
and marketing 
director for Weir 
Valves & Controls 

UK. Peter has spent many years in 
the valve industry including IMI 
Bailey Birkett, Hattersley Haeton, 
Shipham and Plenty Steam 
Products. Most recently he was with 
Crane Process Technologies Limited 
as sales director for Northern 
Europe. Peter’s appointment will 
complement and strengthen the 
team at Weir Valves & Controls.

JOHN HEASLEY has joined Weir Group as group 
financial controller.  John will report directly to 
group finance director Keith Cochrane and will 
assume responsibility for all internal and external 
reporting matters.  

John qualitified as a Chartered Accountant with 
PWC and since 2001 has been with Scottish 
Power, initially as Investment Director for the 
renewables business and since 2006, group 
financial controller. 

The harsh weather in China at the end of January 2008 caused severe 
disruption across the country just before the Chinese New Year holiday.  
Transport links and power supplies were affected with very large 
numbers of people stranded at the start of their holiday journeys.  The 
snow fall in Shanghai and Suzhou coincided with the visit of Phil Clifton, 
divisional managing director, Weir Valves & Controls and Defence, Oil & 
Gas, to the Weir Valves & Controls factory and the Weir Group China 
Sourcing Team based in Shanghai.  Despite the travel problems Phil 
managed to complete his visit successfully and is pictured here with the 
Weir Valves & Controls Suzhou team (and their snowy friend) at the 
factory, which continued operating despite the conditions.

Happy New Year – in the Year of the Rat, to everyone.

ALAN HOLLIS has been appointed as managing director 
of Weir Materials and Foundries in Manchester reporting 
to divisional managing director Stephen Bird.

Alan joins from CommaTech in Hertford where he 
was managing director. Prior to this he was managing 
director of Doncaster Forgings and Castings and 
managing director of Firth Rixson. 

Alan has a BSc (Hons) and a PhD from Leeds University 
and an MBA from Loughborough University and brings 
considerable management experience.



Contact details
Head Office
The Weir Group PLC
Clydesdale Bank Exchange
20 Waterloo Street
Glasgow G2 6DB
Telephone: 0141 637 7111 
Fax: 0141 221 9789 
www.weir.co.uk 

Divisional Headquarters

Weir Minerals Division
PO Box 7610
Madison, WI 53716–3315
USA
Telephone: 001 608 221 2261 
Facsimile: 001 608 221 5807 
www.weirminerals.com

Weir Clear Liquid Division
149 Newlands Road
Cathcart, Glasgow G44 4EX
Telephone: 0141 637 7111 
Facsimile: 0141 637 0215 
www.weirclearliquid.com 

Weir Valves and  
Controls Division
Unit 1, Cartwright Court
Bradley Business Park
Huddersfield
HD2 1GN
Tel: 01484 824200
Fax: 01484 824230
www.weirvalve.com 

Weir Defence  
Nuclear & Gas Division
www.weir.co.uk

Weir Strachan & Henshaw
PO Box 103, Ashton Vale Road
Bristol BS99 7TJ
Telephone: 0117 966 4677
Facsimile: 0117 966 2605

Weir LGE Process
Young House , 42 Discovery 
Terrace
Heriot–Watt  
University Research Park
Edinburgh EH14 4AP
Telephone: 0131 317 8787
Facsimile: 0131 452 3333

Weir Services Division
149 Newlands Road
Cathcart
Glasgow G44 4EX
Telephone: 0141 637 7141 
Facsimile: 0141 637 0208
www.weirservices.com 

Next Issue – August 2008
Do you have any articles for 
Bulletin? Please submit your 
story ideas, copy and photos to 
your divisional managing 
director. Our aim is to share best 
practice through the pages of 
the magazine. We want to hear 
from you.

Helen Walker, Editor
helen.walker@weir.co.uk
+44 141 308 3739

Access the Group Intranet – 
http://groupintranet.weir. 
co.uk
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September 
2007 marked 
the opening 
of the new 

Weir Minerals plant in Lima, Peru 
attended by divisional managing 
director Scot Smith and regional 
managing director Ricardo Garib. 

During the visit the team pre-
sented the new manufacturing and 
care centre layout, a review of the 
company’s Lean status and a 
detailed presentation of their 
commercial, engineering and 
financial results.

The Peruvian business has tripled 
in the past five years contributing 
high quality products, customer 
support and excellent financial 
performance to the Group, at the 
same time outgrowing its smaller 
facility close to the port of Callao. 

General manager Jose Antonio 
Ghivarello said: “The opening of the 
new plant in Lima, along with our 
new care centres in the southern 
town of Arequipa and the northern 
town of Cajamarca, shows our 
customers the commitment and 
support to their operations of the 
Weir Group in this part of the world. 
The Peruvian mining is growing fast 
and we are here to support this 
growth.”

JOSE BAUTISTA, product manager 
slurry products, Weir Minerals 
South America reports

New plant opens in Peru

Top: An outside view of new plant and the rubber manufacturing facilities. 

Bottom: The management team unveil a plaque – from left – Juan Contreras, 
manufacturing manager, Martin Subiria, dewatering manager, Ricardo 
Garib, Weir Minerals South America regional director, Scot Smith, Weir 
Minerals divisional director, Graciela Fiestas, finance manager, Jose Antonio 
Ghivarello,  Weir Minerals Peru general manager and Jose Bautista, 
engineering manager.

During a recent business 
trip to South America, 
Group company secretary 
Alan Mitchelson visited 
the Codelco-El Teniente 
copper mine in Chile.  The 
mine is situated about 
100kms south of 
Santiago, at 3,000 metres 
altitude in the Andes.  
Alan was accompanied by 
sales manager, Oscar 
Bauer and the Chile 
central zone salesman, 
Juan Carlos Peña.   In the 
mine, they had the 
chance to review the 
recently installed 
Warman 350MCR and 
550MCR pumps. 

Pictured from left – Alan Mitchelson, Ricardo Garib, regional managing director, 
Weir Minerals South America, Scot Smith, divisional managing director, Lino 
Figurelli, president Weir Minerals Brazil,Osvaldo Santiago, engineering manager 
and Zaquu Rodrigues, quality assurance manager. 

Codelco-El Teniente visit


